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Social noise

• Our initial reaction was twofold: 
• Invite them over 
• Factually correct tweets



Prof. Jan-Willem van Prooijen 
Endowed Professor of Radicalization, Extremism, and  Conspiracy Thinking 
VU Amsterdam, The Netherlands

• Invite them over? No use when they’re this 
radicalised. 

• For extremists, responding with facts will not help.
• Worry about vandalism or threats? Is a worst case 

scenario, not very likely.
• Most conspiracy theories die on the vine.
• Instead of debunking, invest in prebunking.




