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Please note: The copyright of the text and figures of the PIXI 
Wissen book lies with the Carlsen Verlag Gmbh. If you want to 
know more about the children’s book please contact me/us.
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How to explain X-ray science in a small book
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Cooperation with a publisher for children’s books  

Research at the about 
20 synchrotron
radiation and free 
electron laser (FEL) 
user facilities across 
Europe should be 
‘simply explained’.

In cooperation with the “CARLSEN Verlag”, a publishing 
house in Hamburg (Germany) famous for their small Pixi 
books, a concept for a children book “Discovering 
the invisible with X-ray light” was developed and 
realised. The author and illustrator were selected and 
hired through them.

DESY in Hamburg (Germany) 

From: LEAPS Brochure 
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For whom is it intended?
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X-ray science on 30 pages for a broad target group  

Please note: All text and figures from 
PIXI Wissen: Copyright Carlsen Verlag 
GmbH.

Printed versions were 
distributed to 
participating light 
source facilities in 
Europe and Jordan 
(Sesame).

Science City Day 2024 DESY/CFEL  (Credit: Uni Hamburg)  

This “Pixi Wissen” (Pixi 
Knowledge) book is 
intended for children from 
6 to 12 years but also for 
adults who are looking for 
an easy access. 

This promotional gift with ‘knowledge inside’
is handed out, e.g., in school labs, at open days 
and during other outreach activities.
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‘Pixi Wissen’ book in numbers
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Time line, copies and funding

1st editon in 5 languages (German, English, French, Spanish, Italian).

Development time from first draft and translations to print in Oct. 2021: roughly 2 years
20.000 copies

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon2020 research 
and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 730872. 

2nd editon plus 2 new languages (Turkish and Arabic).

Translation and realisation in 2023: about 6 month
20.000 copies (partly paid by interested and involved European light sources)

This project has received funding from the Helmholtz Initiative and Networking Fund 
„Helmholtz-SESAME Soft X-Ray Beamline HESEB“ (IK-JOR001) for additional Turkish 
and Arabic book versions.
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