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On-Orbit Population Transformed Over Last Decade

On-orbit population increased ~9x in 10 Years, driven by commercial LEO constellations. 

LEO satellites account for 92% of all satellites currently on orbit.
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Satellites by Orbital Altitude
Source: Constellation Advisory LLC

Parameter LEO: 500–1,200 km MEO: 5,000–20,000 km GEO: 36,000 km

Altitude Very low Low High

Earth Coverage Small Large Very large

Satellites Required Hundreds Six Three

Data Gateways Local numerous Regional flexible Few fixed

Antenna Speed 10-minute fast tracking 1-hour slow tracking Stationary

Latency 20-70ms 100-200ms 500-700ms
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SkySat
Planet 

120 kg 

Dove
Planet

5 kg

WorldView-3
Maxar (DigitalGlobe)

2,800 kg

OneWeb
OneWeb

150 kg

O3b
SES O3b 

700 kg

Telstar 19V
Telesat

7,070 kg

Relative Size of Satellites

Landsat 8
NASA

2,071 kg
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Orbital Launch Vehicles
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Investment in Start-up Space Ventures
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$7.8B of investment in 2024, ~$66B since 2015;

Since 2015, nearly 700 space start-ups have received funding from ~2,500 unique investors
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Major LEO Communication
Constellations

7UN/SKAO Workshop on Dark and Quiet Skies for Science and Society 2025



8UN/SKAO Workshop on Dark and Quiet Skies for Science and Society 2025

Source: State of the Satellite Industry Report 2025
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Space Relevant to $20T+ Across Economy

AGRICULTURE

(Revenue)

$11 trillion

Remote sensing satellites provide vegetation 

characterization, cattle monitoring, and soil 

evaluation. PNT satellites support efficient use of 

agricultural equipment

RETAIL E-COMMERCE

(Revenue)

$5 trillion

Satellite-based location 

technology enables 

transactions and advertising

GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 

INDUSTRY

(Revenue)

$2 trillion

Satellites provide  DTH 

TV, radio, broadband, 

telephony, and cellular 

backhaul

FINANCIAL SERVICES

(Revenue)

$1 trillion+

Satellite PNT used to 

time-stamp transactions, 

regulate trades

WEATHER

(Economic impact)

$1 trillion+

Storm warning/

monitoring, forecasts, 

and modeling

Commercial Space 

Industry Revenues

~$300B

Global Government 

Space Budgets

~$100B

$1T $5T $10T
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Policy Imperatives. 

Critical Services

 Weather

 Mapping and logistics

 Safety on Earth

 Connectivity for personal and enterprise

 Bridge digital divide for remote populations

 Agriculture and food production 

 tracking and insights on space environment

Technology Innovation 

 Drive industrial innovation 

 Spur technology R&D

 Inspire pursuit of STEM

National Security

 Disaster and emergency support

 Homeland security

 National security

 

Space Benefits Considerations and Challenges

Equitable Access

 Spectrum resources

 Orbital resources

 Investment

 

Impacts on Space Environment

 Debris mitigation and impacts

 Impacts on optical and radio astronomy 

Space Sustainability and Safety on Orbit

Fair Competition

 Licensing and regulation

 Policy and regulatory modernization 

Safety on Earth

Source: Constellation Advisory LLC
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@BryceSpaceTech

linkedin.com/company/bryce-space-tech

Info@brycetech.com

703.647.8078

BryceTech

1737 King Street, Suite 601

Alexandria, VA 22314
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