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The SKA will survey a huge volume in baryons …

Several thousand more 
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scales than galaxy 
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3.2. COSMOLOGY IN THE DARK AGES 9

astrophysical sources were able to drive TS ! TK and no X-ray heating had yet occurred. It
therefore requires new physics that either cools the IGM or increases the radio background
against which the gas absorbs. A multitude of processes has been proposed to explain the
anomalous detection, including dark matter-baryon scattering [54, 3, 63, 27], millicharged
dark matter [55, 5, 33], axions [50], neutrino decay [12], charge sequestration [21], quark
nuggets [34], dark photons [29], and interacting dark energy [16], and it has been used to
constrain additional exotic processes like dark matter annihilation [11].

Although the EDGES signal at z ⇠ 17 is very likely past the end of the Dark Ages – after
the first astrophysical sources formed – the same new physics would have affected the Dark
Ages signal. The solid curves in Figure 3.4 illustrate how models that invoke excess cooling
to explain the EDGES result (shown schematically by the gray contours) could also greatly
amplify the Dark Ages signal. (Here the curves use a phenomenological parameterized cool-
ing model as in [49]; physically-motivated models will differ in the details.) (Note that the
signal still vanishes at z ⇠ 30 because collisional coupling is still inefficient.) In these cases,
even though the exotic physics have implications at relatively low redshifts, Dark Ages ob-
servations serve to break degeneracies between astrophysics and that new physics.

3.2.3 The Power Spectrum During the Dark Ages
As we have discussed, maps of 21-cm emission provide a sensitive probe of the power spec-
trum of density and temperature fluctuations [32, 43]. Figure 3.5, from [58], shows examples
of how modes of the 21-cm fluctuation power spectrum evolve in the standard cosmology.
Although the strongest fluctuations occur at z ⇠ 10, when astrophysical sources dominate,
the Dark Ages signal are not too far behind: this is because, although the fractional density
fluctuations are small at those times, the mean temperature can be relatively large during the
absorption era – even in the standard cosmology.

The 21-cm power spectrum during the Dark Ages offers several advantages over other
probes of the density field. Because they use the cosmological redshift to establish the dis-
tance to each observed patch, 21-cm measurements probe three-dimensional volumes —
unlike the CMB, which probes only a narrow spherical shell around recombination. Addi-
tionally, the 21-cm line does not suffer from Silk damping (photon diffusion), which sup-
presses the CMB fluctuations on relatively large scales. The number of independent modes
accessible through this probe is therefore [39]
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where Dn is the bandwidth of the observation. The choice of kmax — the smallest physical
scale to be probed — is not obvious. The Jeans length during the Dark Ages corresponds
to kmax ⇠ 1000 Mpc�1. Accessing these small-scale modes in three dimensions would re-
quire an enormous instrument, but our relatively conservative choice in equation (3.9) shows
that even a more modest effort provides a massive improvement over the information con-
tained in all the measurable modes of the CMB, NCMB ⇠ 107. Moreover, because the density
fluctuations are still small at such early epochs, these modes remain in the linear or mildly
non-linear regime, allowing a straightforward interpretation of them in terms of the funda-
mental parameters of our Universe [35].

[Loeb & Wyithe (2008)]
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Intensity mapping (IM)

[Kovetz+ (2017), credit P. Breysse]

Observing the Universe

LIM (CO, [CII]...)Bright galaxies

Comparison between LIM and discrete surveys  [P.Breysse, credit Sc. Am.]   [Silva+ 2019, ESA Voyage 2050]

[Early studies: Hogan and Rees 1979, Sunyaev and Zeldovich 1972,1974, Bebington 1986] 
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Going from … [HP+ (MNRAS, 2016, 2017a, 2017b)] 
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Figure 3. The DLA column density distribution at redshifts z > 0, compared to the model predictions. From left to right: the column density distribution for
DLAS at z ⇠ 1, z ⇠ 2.3, and z ⇠ 5 compared with the observations of Rao et al. (2006); Noterdaeme et al. (2012); Crighton et al. (2015) respectively. The
results from using the Paper I best-fit parameters are indicated in orange.

(iii) The combined set of low-redshift observations likely
favours an exponential profile for the HI distribution, with evidence
for evolution in the concentration parameter with increasing red-
shift, as summarized in Table 4. This form of the profile signifi-
cantly reduces the tension (see Fig. 2) between the low-redshift col-
umn density distribution and the HI mass function observed (e.g.,
Paper I and Padmanabhan & Kulkarni (2016)) with the modified
NFW profile. Further, this form of the profile is also found to be a
good fit to the high-redshift DLA data.

Fig. 6 shows the derived MHI �M relation based on the best-fit
parameters. The evolution of the profile ⇢(r) as a function of z is
shown in Fig. 7 for a fixed halo mass M = 1012h�1M�.

(iv) The model predictions are also in good agreement with
the general trends in the covering fraction and impact parameter-
column density relations of high-redshift DLA absorbers, as well
as the surface mass densities observed in low-redshift exponential
disks.

(v) Although the model has some difficulty fitting the observed
bias measurement at z ⇠ 2.3, the model predictions are consis-
tent with results from imaging and other DLA surveys that favour
DLAs at high-redshift to be hosted by faint dwarf galaxies (e.g.,
Cooke et al. 2015; Fumagalli et al. 2014, 2015), and the results
of hydrodynamical simulations (e.g., Davé et al. 2013; Rahmati &
Schaye 2014) and cross-correlations (e.g., Bouché et al. 2005).

We also note that evolving HIHM scenarios, i.e. modified func-
tional forms of the MHI � M relation with evolution in one, two,
or all of the free parameters ↵, � and vc,0, are not found to be sta-
tistically favoured over the base non-evolving scenario when the
complete set of observations is taken into account (although they
may be favoured by particular subsets of the data).

In future work, it will be useful to use the model results to build
forecasts for upcoming 21-cm observations, to be measured by cur-
rent and future experiments. The inclusion of small-scale clustering
enables the calculation of the k-dependence of the HI power spectra
and its evolution as a function of redshift. The present framework is
found to be in good agreement with the HI surface density profiles
at low redshifts and DLA covering fractions and impact parameter
observations at higher redshifts. It would be worthwhile to explore

Table 4. Summary of the best-fitting HI halo model and the free parameters.

MHI(M) = ↵fH,cM
�
M/1011h�1

M�
�
�
exp

h
� (vc0/vc(M))3

i

⇢HI(r) = ⇢0 exp(�r/rs);

cHI(M, z) ⌘ Rv/rs = cHI,0

�
M/1011M�

��0.109
4/(1 + z)�

cHI,0 = 28.65± 1.76

↵ = 0.09± 0.01

log vc,0 = 1.56± 0.04

� = �0.58± 0.06

� = 1.45± 0.04

these relationships in greater detail in future analyses, by connect-
ing the present model to stellar-halo mass relations. This would also
be useful for comparing to the results of hydrodynamical simula-
tions, especially for constraining the stellar-cold gas evolution with
redshift.
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Cosmological constraints: precision
[HP+ (MNRAS, 2019), arXiv:1804.10627]
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Cosmological constraints: accuracy
[Camera+, MNRAS (2011,2014)]
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Parameter shift
[Heavens+ (2007)] 



Is it ΛCDM or …

Primordial non-Gaussianity is negligibly affected by astrophysical 
uncertainties in HI IM surveys
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[Dalal (2008), Verde & Matarese (2011)]

[U Michigan]

[Planck 2013]

�bh(M, z, k) / [bh(M, z)� 1]fNL
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Nature of dark matter and gravity

[Bauer, … HP, … MNRAS (2021), arXiv:2003.09655]
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Testing General Relativity with 21 cm intensity mapping

Alex Hall,1, ∗ Camille Bonvin,1, 2 and Anthony Challinor1, 2

1Institute of Astronomy and Kavli Institute for Cosmology, Madingley Road, Cambridge, CB3 0HA, U.K.
2DAMTP, Centre for Mathematical Sciences, Wilberforce Road, Cambridge CB3 0WA, U.K.

We investigate the prospects for constraining alternative theories of gravity with a typical near-
term low-budget 21 cm intensity mapping experiment. We derive the 21 cm brightness temperature
perturbation consistently in linear theory including all line-of-sight and relativistic effects. We
uncover new terms that are a small correction on large scales, analogous to those recently found in
the context of galaxy surveys. We then perform a Fisher matrix analysis of the B0 parametrization
of f(R) gravity, where B0 is proportional to the square of Compton wavelength of the scalaron. We
find that our 21 cm survey, in combination with CMB information from Planck, will be able to place
a 95% upper limit of 7 × 10−5 on B0 in flat models with a ΛCDM expansion history, improving
on current cosmological constraints by several orders of magnitude. We argue that this constraint
is limited by our ability to model the mildly non-linear regime of structure formation in modified
gravity. We also perform a model-independent principal component analysis on the free functions
introduced into the field equations by modified gravity, µ and Σ. We find that 20–30 modes of
the free functions will be ‘well-constrained’ by our combination of observables, the lower and upper
limits dependent on the criteria used to define the ‘goodness’ of the constraint. These constraints are
found to be robust to uncertainties in the time-dependence of the bias. Our analysis reveals that our
observables are sensitive primarily to temporal variations in Σ and scale variations in µ. We argue
that the inclusion of 21 cm intensity maps will significantly improve constraints on any cosmological
deviations from General Relativity in large-scale structure in a very cost-effective manner.

I. INTRODUCTION

A major challenge in cosmology is understanding the late-time accelerated expansion of the Universe [1, 2]. If
we assume that gravity is described by General Relativity (GR), such an expansion requires the existence of a new
exotic form of energy with negative pressure, called dark energy. An alternative solution is to give up GR at large
(cosmological) scales and introduce modifications to the laws of gravity (for a review, see [3]).
Whilst observations that measure the expansion history can rule out specific dark energy and modified-gravity

models, there is usually sufficient freedom in the form of the modification to reproduce any desired expansion history,
thus rendering these measurements unable to distinguish between a (possibly time-dependent) dark energy component
and modified gravity [4]. To constrain these models, we must therefore go beyond the level of the background, and
study the perturbed Universe. It is here that an unclustered dark energy component may be distinguished from
modified gravity1.
Current and future optical surveys focus mainly on two promising observables: galaxy number counts and cosmic

shear. These observables are both sensitive to the distribution of matter in the Universe and therefore provide
powerful probes of the laws of gravity. In this paper we concentrate on a complementary observable measured in radio
surveys: the redshifted 21 cm emission line of neutral atomic hydrogen (HI). We are interested in the post-reionization
emission that traces the distribution of hydrogen at low redshifts. The advantage is that after reionization, the physics
of the 21 cm power spectrum is simple and can be accurately modelled in linear theory [7, 8]. This is in contrast
to observations of the epoch of reionization, where the 21 cm power spectrum is very sensitive to the details of the
reionization process [9].
The post-reionization signal is thought to be dominated by emission from dense self-shielded damped Lyα sys-

tems (DLAs) which form in high-density regions, with some of the signal originating from optically-thin Lyα absorbers
in low-density regions (for reviews, see [10–12]). On large (linear) scales, it is expected that these sources trace out
the underlying matter density field, up to a scale-independent bias factor if the underlying density field is Gaussian
(for corrections to this argument from primordial non-Gaussianity, see for example [13]). The 21 cm post-reionization
signal therefore provides a new window to observe the distribution of matter. Recently, measurements of the 21 cm
cosmological signal at z = 0.8 have been made by cross-correlating with optical galaxies [14, 15].

∗Electronic address: ach74@ast.cam.ac.uk
1 Note however that some modified-gravity models may still remain indistinguishable from a clustered dark energy model at the perturbed
level [5, 6].

B0 < 7⇥ 10�5
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Testing the cosmological principle
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1050 Brussels; and Vrije Universiteit Brussel and The International Solvay Institutes, Pleinlaan 2, 1050 Brussels, Belgium.

2Instituto de F́ısica Corpuscular (IFIC), CSIC-Universitat de Valencia,
Apartado de Correos 22085, E-46071, Spain

The observation of space-time variations in fundamental constants would provide strong evidence
for the existence of new light degrees of freedom in the theory of Nature. Robustly constraining
such scenarios requires exploiting observations that span di↵erent scales and probe the state of the
Universe at di↵erent epochs. In the context of cosmology, both the cosmic microwave background
and the Lyman-↵ forest have proven to be powerful tools capable of constraining variations in
electromagnetism, however at the moment there do not exist cosmological probes capable of bridging
the gap between recombination and reionization. In the near future, radio telescopes will attempt to
measure the 21cm transition of neutral hydrogen during the epochs of reionization and the cosmic
dawn (and potentially the tail end of the dark ages); being inherently sensitive to electromagnetic
phenomena, these experiments will o↵er a unique perspective on space-time variations of the fine-
structure constant and the electron mass. We show here that large variations in these fundamental
constants would produce features on the 21cm power spectrum that may be distinguishable from
astrophysical uncertainties. Furthermore, we forecast the sensitivity for the Square Kilometer Array,
and show that the 21cm power spectrum may be able to constrain variations at the level of O(10�3).

1. INTRODUCTION

Space-time variations of fundamental constants of Nature, such as the fine-structure constant or the electron mass,
o↵er a strong test for extensions to the standard cosmological and elementary particle models, such as extra dimensions
or modified gravity [1–3]. Consequently, searches of space-time variations in the observed values of these fundamental
constants can provide hints of new and well-motivated exotic physics scenarios. It is therefore interesting to test
possible deviations from their current values at both large and small distances, as well as across a wide array of
cosmological times (redshifts).

Focusing on the fine-structure constant ↵, which provides the strength of the photon-charged lepton interactions,
and on the electron mass me, limits have been derived at low redshifts z . 6 using, for instance, absorption lines in
the spectra of distant quasars (e.g., the Lyman-↵ forest) [3–14], and at z ' 1000 (at the period of recombination) from
observations of the cosmic microwave background (CMB) [15–28]. The tightest constraints to date at the time of
recombination on ↵ and me are at the level of ↵/↵0�1 = (�0.7±2)⇥10�3 and me/me0�1 = (3.9±7.4)⇥10�3 [28],
where the subscript 0 refers to their current local value. The low-redshift constraints using atomic and molecular
absorption lines, however, are two-to-three orders of magnitude tighter [4, 29]. The most stringent of these relies
on the observation of methanol absorption lines in the PKS1830-211 lensing galaxy at z = 0.89, and probes the
proton-to-electron mass ratio µ ⌘ mp/me at the level of µ/µ0 � 1 = (�1.0 ± 0.8stat ± 1.0sys) ⇥ 10�7 [30]. However,
other observations have comparable sensitivity [3, 7–9, 14].

21cm cosmology o↵ers a unique test at redshifts higher than the reionization period z & 6, during the so-called
dark ages and the period of the cosmic dawn, when the first stars started to form. These measurements will help
constraining variations of fundamental constants in a completely uncharted era [31–33]. While it is unlikely that
near-future constraints on the time variations of ↵ and me from measurements of the 21cm power spectrum, by for
instance the Square Kilometer Array (SKA) [34, 35], will be as stringent as those obtained using measurements of
the quasar absorption spectra, they are valuable, since they will o↵er a unique probe across a wide range of redshift
(i.e., 6 < z < 30). Furthermore, the large number of available redshifts could allow for analyses of the putative time
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ABSTRACT

The successive discoveries of binary merger events by Advanced LIGO-Virgo have been revealing
the statistical properties of binary black hole (BBH) populations. A stochastic gravitational wave
background (GWB) is a useful tool to probe the cosmological evolution of those compact mergers. In
this paper, we study the upper bound on a GWB produced by BBH mergers, whose stellar progenitors
dominate the reionization process at the cosmic dawn. Since early reionization by those progenitors
yields a high optical depth of the universe inconsistent with the Planck measurements, the cumulative
mass density is limited to ⇢? . 107 M� Mpc�3. Even with this upper bound, the amplitude of a
GWB owing to the high-z BBH mergers is expected to be as high as ⌦gw ' 1.48+1.80

�1.27⇥10�9 at f ' 25
Hz, while their merger rate at the present-day is consistent or lower than the observed GW event
rate. This level of GWB is detectable at the design sensitivity of Advanced LIGO-Virgo and would
indicate a major contribution of the high-z BBH population to the local GW events. The spectral
index is expected to be substantially flatter than the canonical value of ' 2/3 generically produced by
lower-redshift and less massive BBHs. Moreover, if their mass function is more top-heavy than in the
local universe, the GWB spectrum is even more skewed toward lower frequencies, which would allow
us to extract information on the mass function of merging BBHs at high redshifts.

Keywords: Gravitational waves – Reionization – Compact objects – Cosmic background radiation

1. INTRODUCTION

Since the detections of gravitational waves (GWs) as-
sociated with compact binary mergers have opened a
new window to explore our universe, the number of GW
sources has been increasing substantially (Abbott et al.
2016a,b,c). Recently, a new catalog of 47 compact bi-
nary mergers including 44 binary black holes (BBHs)
detected in Advanced LIGO-Virgo observing runs O3a
has been reported (Abbott et al. 2020). With the up-
dated sample, the estimation of the primary BH mass
spectrum and BBH merger rate have been substantially
improved.

Corresponding author: Kohei Inayoshi

inayoshi@pku.edu.cn

The origin of such massive BBHs and their forma-
tion pathway have been extensively discussed based on
the properties of detected BBHs (e.g., the distribution
of mass and spin components). So far, various models
have been proposed; through massive binary evolution
in low-metallicity environments (Dominik et al. 2012;
Kinugawa et al. 2014, 2016; Belczynski et al. 2016; In-
ayoshi et al. 2017; van den Heuvel et al. 2017; Neijssel
et al. 2019; Santoliquido et al. 2021), dynamical pro-
cesses in dense stellar clusters and galactic nuclei (Porte-
gies Zwart & McMillan 2000; Rodriguez et al. 2015;
O’Leary et al. 2016; Stone et al. 2017; Mapelli 2016;
Bartos et al. 2017; McKernan et al. 2018; Tagawa et al.
2020), and primordial BH formation (Nakamura et al.
1997; Sasaki et al. 2016; Ali-Häımoud et al. 2017).
Referring to the redshift-dependent BBH merger rate,

a larger number of BBHs would merge at earlier epochs
and thus most of the individually unresolved merger
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Abstract. Potential small-scale discrepancies in the picture of galaxy formation painted by
the ⇤CDM paradigm have led to considerations of modified dark matter models. One such
dark matter model that has recently attracted much attention is fuzzy dark matter (FDM).
In FDM models, the dark matter is envisaged to be an ultra-light scalar field with a particle
mass mFDM ⇠ 10�22 eV. This yields astronomically large de Broglie wavelengths which can
suppress small-scale structure formation and give rise to the observed kpc-sized density cores
in dwarf galaxies. We investigate the evolution of the 21-cm signal during Cosmic Dawn
and the Epoch of Reionization (EoR) in ⇤FDM cosmologies using analytical models. The
delay in source formation and the absence of small halos in ⇤FDM significantly postpone the
Ly↵ coupling, heating, as well as the reionization of the neutral hydrogen of the intergalactic
medium. As a result, the absorption feature in the evolution of the global 21-cm signal has
a significantly smaller full width at half maximum (�z . 3), than ⇤CDM (�z ' 6). This
alone rules out mFDM < 6⇥ 10�22 eV as a result of the 2� lower limit �z & 4 from EDGES
High-Band. As a result, ⇤FDM is not a viable solution to the potential small-scale problems
facing ⇤CDM. Finally, we show that any detection of the 21-cm signal at redshifts z > 14 by
interferometers such as the SKA can also exclude ⇤FDM models.

Keywords: reionization, first stars, X-rays, dark matter theory, axions, power spectrum
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In this Letter we study implications of the possible excess of 21-cm line global signal at the epoch of 
cosmic dawn on the evolutions of a class of dynamically interacting dark energy (IDE) models. We firstly 
summarize two dynamical mechanisms in which different background evolutions can exert considerable 
effects on the 21-cm line global signal. One of them is the change in decoupling time of Compton 
scattering heating, the other stems from the direct change of optical depth due to the different expansion 
rate of the Universe. After that, we investigate the influence of linear IDE models on 21-cm line signals 
and find that under the current observational constraints, it is difficult to yield a sufficiently strong 21-cm 
line signal to be consistent with the results of Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of reionization 
Signature (EDGES) since only the optical depth could be effectively changed in these models. Accordingly, 
this implies us to construct a background evolution which could fulfill the reasonable change of optical 
depth and Compton heating decoupling time at the same moment by introducing an early dark energy 
dominated stage into the evolution governed by the IDE models. The comparison with astronomical 
observations indicate that this scenario could only alleviate, but not complete eliminate, the tension 
between EDGES and other cosmological surveys.

 2019 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Funded by SCOAP3.

1. Introduction

The underlying physics of the 21-cm line signal in the early 
Universe has become a hot topic since the Experiment to Detect 
the Global Epoch of Reionization Signature (EDGES) reported an 
excess of the 21-cm absorption line around the epoch of cosmic 
dawn. The strength of this signal is given by T21 = −500+200

−500 mK
at the redshift z = 17.2 [1], which is 3.8σ below the strongest 
possible absorption under standard expectations T21 = −0.209 K. 
It is known that the potential probe of these cosmological 21-cm 
lines from neutral hydrogen are significant to explore the epoch 
of reionization, which is almost invisible to other astronomical in-
struments (namely, see [2–4] for comprehensive reviews). As a 
result, this observational anomaly has inspired extensive studies 

* Corresponding author.
E-mail addresses: chunlong@mail.ustc.edu.cn (C. Li), rx76@mail.ustc.edu.cn

(X. Ren), khurshudyan@ustc.edu.cn (M. Khurshudyan), yifucai@ustc.edu.cn
(Y.-F. Cai).

on the theoretical interpretations and phenomenological implica-
tions in the literatures [5–27]. In addition, some discussions re-
garding the validity of the EDGES results have also been stimulated 
[28–30].

Given that the brightness temperature of 21-cm line signal is 
defined by the difference between the background radiation tem-
perature and the spin temperature of hydrogen atom, there are two 
straightforward methods to generate a possible strong signal. One 
is to enhance the background radiation through processes such 
as dark matter decay or annihilation [31–36], while the other is 
lowering the gas temperature by interactions between dark matter 
and baryons [37–43]. However, most of these mechanisms would 
inevitably encounter some tensions when confronted with other 
astronomical observations. Accordingly, some novel scenarios were 
put forward which involve additional cooling or heating mecha-
nisms induced by different species of the dark matter [19] and 
axions [44,45], or the modification of the background evolution 
via Early Dark Energy EDE [46] and Interacting Dark Energy (IDE) 
models [47–49].

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2019.135141
0370-2693/ 2019 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Funded by 
SCOAP3.
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The observation of space-time variations in fundamental constants would provide strong evidence
for the existence of new light degrees of freedom in the theory of Nature. Robustly constraining
such scenarios requires exploiting observations that span di↵erent scales and probe the state of the
Universe at di↵erent epochs. In the context of cosmology, both the cosmic microwave background
and the Lyman-↵ forest have proven to be powerful tools capable of constraining variations in
electromagnetism, however at the moment there do not exist cosmological probes capable of bridging
the gap between recombination and reionization. In the near future, radio telescopes will attempt to
measure the 21cm transition of neutral hydrogen during the epochs of reionization and the cosmic
dawn (and potentially the tail end of the dark ages); being inherently sensitive to electromagnetic
phenomena, these experiments will o↵er a unique perspective on space-time variations of the fine-
structure constant and the electron mass. We show here that large variations in these fundamental
constants would produce features on the 21cm power spectrum that may be distinguishable from
astrophysical uncertainties. Furthermore, we forecast the sensitivity for the Square Kilometer Array,
and show that the 21cm power spectrum may be able to constrain variations at the level of O(10�3).

1. INTRODUCTION

Space-time variations of fundamental constants of Nature, such as the fine-structure constant or the electron mass,
o↵er a strong test for extensions to the standard cosmological and elementary particle models, such as extra dimensions
or modified gravity [1–3]. Consequently, searches of space-time variations in the observed values of these fundamental
constants can provide hints of new and well-motivated exotic physics scenarios. It is therefore interesting to test
possible deviations from their current values at both large and small distances, as well as across a wide array of
cosmological times (redshifts).

Focusing on the fine-structure constant ↵, which provides the strength of the photon-charged lepton interactions,
and on the electron mass me, limits have been derived at low redshifts z . 6 using, for instance, absorption lines in
the spectra of distant quasars (e.g., the Lyman-↵ forest) [3–14], and at z ' 1000 (at the period of recombination) from
observations of the cosmic microwave background (CMB) [15–28]. The tightest constraints to date at the time of
recombination on ↵ and me are at the level of ↵/↵0�1 = (�0.7±2)⇥10�3 and me/me0�1 = (3.9±7.4)⇥10�3 [28],
where the subscript 0 refers to their current local value. The low-redshift constraints using atomic and molecular
absorption lines, however, are two-to-three orders of magnitude tighter [4, 29]. The most stringent of these relies
on the observation of methanol absorption lines in the PKS1830-211 lensing galaxy at z = 0.89, and probes the
proton-to-electron mass ratio µ ⌘ mp/me at the level of µ/µ0 � 1 = (�1.0 ± 0.8stat ± 1.0sys) ⇥ 10�7 [30]. However,
other observations have comparable sensitivity [3, 7–9, 14].

21cm cosmology o↵ers a unique test at redshifts higher than the reionization period z & 6, during the so-called
dark ages and the period of the cosmic dawn, when the first stars started to form. These measurements will help
constraining variations of fundamental constants in a completely uncharted era [31–33]. While it is unlikely that
near-future constraints on the time variations of ↵ and me from measurements of the 21cm power spectrum, by for
instance the Square Kilometer Array (SKA) [34, 35], will be as stringent as those obtained using measurements of
the quasar absorption spectra, they are valuable, since they will o↵er a unique probe across a wide range of redshift
(i.e., 6 < z < 30). Furthermore, the large number of available redshifts could allow for analyses of the putative time
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ABSTRACT

The successive discoveries of binary merger events by Advanced LIGO-Virgo have been revealing
the statistical properties of binary black hole (BBH) populations. A stochastic gravitational wave
background (GWB) is a useful tool to probe the cosmological evolution of those compact mergers. In
this paper, we study the upper bound on a GWB produced by BBH mergers, whose stellar progenitors
dominate the reionization process at the cosmic dawn. Since early reionization by those progenitors
yields a high optical depth of the universe inconsistent with the Planck measurements, the cumulative
mass density is limited to ⇢? . 107 M� Mpc�3. Even with this upper bound, the amplitude of a
GWB owing to the high-z BBH mergers is expected to be as high as ⌦gw ' 1.48+1.80

�1.27⇥10�9 at f ' 25
Hz, while their merger rate at the present-day is consistent or lower than the observed GW event
rate. This level of GWB is detectable at the design sensitivity of Advanced LIGO-Virgo and would
indicate a major contribution of the high-z BBH population to the local GW events. The spectral
index is expected to be substantially flatter than the canonical value of ' 2/3 generically produced by
lower-redshift and less massive BBHs. Moreover, if their mass function is more top-heavy than in the
local universe, the GWB spectrum is even more skewed toward lower frequencies, which would allow
us to extract information on the mass function of merging BBHs at high redshifts.

Keywords: Gravitational waves – Reionization – Compact objects – Cosmic background radiation

1. INTRODUCTION

Since the detections of gravitational waves (GWs) as-
sociated with compact binary mergers have opened a
new window to explore our universe, the number of GW
sources has been increasing substantially (Abbott et al.
2016a,b,c). Recently, a new catalog of 47 compact bi-
nary mergers including 44 binary black holes (BBHs)
detected in Advanced LIGO-Virgo observing runs O3a
has been reported (Abbott et al. 2020). With the up-
dated sample, the estimation of the primary BH mass
spectrum and BBH merger rate have been substantially
improved.

Corresponding author: Kohei Inayoshi

inayoshi@pku.edu.cn

The origin of such massive BBHs and their forma-
tion pathway have been extensively discussed based on
the properties of detected BBHs (e.g., the distribution
of mass and spin components). So far, various models
have been proposed; through massive binary evolution
in low-metallicity environments (Dominik et al. 2012;
Kinugawa et al. 2014, 2016; Belczynski et al. 2016; In-
ayoshi et al. 2017; van den Heuvel et al. 2017; Neijssel
et al. 2019; Santoliquido et al. 2021), dynamical pro-
cesses in dense stellar clusters and galactic nuclei (Porte-
gies Zwart & McMillan 2000; Rodriguez et al. 2015;
O’Leary et al. 2016; Stone et al. 2017; Mapelli 2016;
Bartos et al. 2017; McKernan et al. 2018; Tagawa et al.
2020), and primordial BH formation (Nakamura et al.
1997; Sasaki et al. 2016; Ali-Häımoud et al. 2017).
Referring to the redshift-dependent BBH merger rate,

a larger number of BBHs would merge at earlier epochs
and thus most of the individually unresolved merger
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Abstract. Potential small-scale discrepancies in the picture of galaxy formation painted by
the ⇤CDM paradigm have led to considerations of modified dark matter models. One such
dark matter model that has recently attracted much attention is fuzzy dark matter (FDM).
In FDM models, the dark matter is envisaged to be an ultra-light scalar field with a particle
mass mFDM ⇠ 10�22 eV. This yields astronomically large de Broglie wavelengths which can
suppress small-scale structure formation and give rise to the observed kpc-sized density cores
in dwarf galaxies. We investigate the evolution of the 21-cm signal during Cosmic Dawn
and the Epoch of Reionization (EoR) in ⇤FDM cosmologies using analytical models. The
delay in source formation and the absence of small halos in ⇤FDM significantly postpone the
Ly↵ coupling, heating, as well as the reionization of the neutral hydrogen of the intergalactic
medium. As a result, the absorption feature in the evolution of the global 21-cm signal has
a significantly smaller full width at half maximum (�z . 3), than ⇤CDM (�z ' 6). This
alone rules out mFDM < 6⇥ 10�22 eV as a result of the 2� lower limit �z & 4 from EDGES
High-Band. As a result, ⇤FDM is not a viable solution to the potential small-scale problems
facing ⇤CDM. Finally, we show that any detection of the 21-cm signal at redshifts z > 14 by
interferometers such as the SKA can also exclude ⇤FDM models.

Keywords: reionization, first stars, X-rays, dark matter theory, axions, power spectrum
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In this Letter we study implications of the possible excess of 21-cm line global signal at the epoch of 
cosmic dawn on the evolutions of a class of dynamically interacting dark energy (IDE) models. We firstly 
summarize two dynamical mechanisms in which different background evolutions can exert considerable 
effects on the 21-cm line global signal. One of them is the change in decoupling time of Compton 
scattering heating, the other stems from the direct change of optical depth due to the different expansion 
rate of the Universe. After that, we investigate the influence of linear IDE models on 21-cm line signals 
and find that under the current observational constraints, it is difficult to yield a sufficiently strong 21-cm 
line signal to be consistent with the results of Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of reionization 
Signature (EDGES) since only the optical depth could be effectively changed in these models. Accordingly, 
this implies us to construct a background evolution which could fulfill the reasonable change of optical 
depth and Compton heating decoupling time at the same moment by introducing an early dark energy 
dominated stage into the evolution governed by the IDE models. The comparison with astronomical 
observations indicate that this scenario could only alleviate, but not complete eliminate, the tension 
between EDGES and other cosmological surveys.

 2019 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Funded by SCOAP3.

1. Introduction

The underlying physics of the 21-cm line signal in the early 
Universe has become a hot topic since the Experiment to Detect 
the Global Epoch of Reionization Signature (EDGES) reported an 
excess of the 21-cm absorption line around the epoch of cosmic 
dawn. The strength of this signal is given by T21 = −500+200

−500 mK
at the redshift z = 17.2 [1], which is 3.8σ below the strongest 
possible absorption under standard expectations T21 = −0.209 K. 
It is known that the potential probe of these cosmological 21-cm 
lines from neutral hydrogen are significant to explore the epoch 
of reionization, which is almost invisible to other astronomical in-
struments (namely, see [2–4] for comprehensive reviews). As a 
result, this observational anomaly has inspired extensive studies 
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on the theoretical interpretations and phenomenological implica-
tions in the literatures [5–27]. In addition, some discussions re-
garding the validity of the EDGES results have also been stimulated 
[28–30].

Given that the brightness temperature of 21-cm line signal is 
defined by the difference between the background radiation tem-
perature and the spin temperature of hydrogen atom, there are two 
straightforward methods to generate a possible strong signal. One 
is to enhance the background radiation through processes such 
as dark matter decay or annihilation [31–36], while the other is 
lowering the gas temperature by interactions between dark matter 
and baryons [37–43]. However, most of these mechanisms would 
inevitably encounter some tensions when confronted with other 
astronomical observations. Accordingly, some novel scenarios were 
put forward which involve additional cooling or heating mecha-
nisms induced by different species of the dark matter [19] and 
axions [44,45], or the modification of the background evolution 
via Early Dark Energy EDE [46] and Interacting Dark Energy (IDE) 
models [47–49].
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Thank you!


