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Jan 2022: CHE became Member of SKAO
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Membership Status
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Membership Status
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The SKA partnership as science diplomacy tool

Build international connections    Encouraging government-level interaction   
A vehicle for collaboration
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International Relations 

•ESO/CERN/CTAO

•EU/African Union

•ITU/UNOOSA-COPUOS



SKAO: an Intergovernmental organisation

ØMembership continuity

ØExempt from VAT 

ØWorking permits and visas easier

ØProcurement rules
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Legal Framework - Procurement

• As an IGO the SKAO is not a legal entity under national or 
European law but governed by public international law. 

• The SKAO is entitled to establish its own policies and procedures 
covering procurement.

• These internal policies and procedures are drafted to reflect the 
highest ethical standards and current best practices around the 
procurement internationally. 
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Basic Principles

• Procurement is restricted to legal entities established in the 
SKAO Member countries & appropriate participating countries.

• There is strict confidentiality around the opening, evaluation 
and negotiation of tenders.

• Contracts are awarded based on value for money rather than 
on a lowest price basis, i.e., quality and price are weighted. 

10



Slide /

Invitation to Tender Process
• Led by Procurement Services with independent Technical 

Evaluation Panel 

• SKAO Industrial Liaison Officer Network given 21 days 
prior notice of procurement opportunities

• Market Survey (EoI) published on the Supplier Portal

Ø Subscribe to Supplier Portal for the latest notices
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SKAO Supplier Portal 

12



Slide /

Register on the SKAO 
Supplier Portal

• The SKAO Supplier Portal facilitates 
communication between the SKAO and 
suppliers. 

• You can safely view procurement notices, 
exchange messages, register your interest, 
submit tenders and much more.

• The SKAO Supplier Portal is a free of 
charge service to suppliers. 
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Summary

•SKAO is now an operational inter-governmental 
organisation

•SKAO is truly global and serves as a vehicle for 
international dialogue and collaboration

•SKAO’s mission is to build the world’s largest and most 
sensitive radio telescope

•SKAO Council approved the start of construction, 
procurement is now underway



www.skao.int

We recognise and acknowledge the 
Indigenous peoples and cultures that have 
traditionally lived on the lands on which 
our facilities are located.

Thank you

http://www.skao.int

